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CHAPTER EIGHT

THE ABORTION OF THE LIU ZAIFU INCIDENT AND A HIGHER TIDE OF
HUMANISM

8.1 Introduction

The authoritative Red Flag carried a significant article in mid-April 1986, openly
antacking an important literary figure by name. This was a rare case of such an individual
attack, a method that had become unfashionable since the Fourth Congress of the CWA
(held at the turn of 1984). The author was Chen Yong, an ex-Rightist of 1957 but now a
consultant o{ the Policy Research Office under the Secretariat of the Central Committee
of the CCP." The target was Liu Zaifu, Director of the Literature Institute of the CASS.
The seriousness of the charge can be seen in the following taken from Chen’s
article entitled "Problems Concerning Methodology in the Study of Literature and Art":

under the guidance of Marxist ideology, or on its basis, can the renewal of

m mcepvsgmhave a correct orientation. Now there are fubvlous!y a small

number of people who, in the name of "developing” Marxism or "renewing

literary concepts”, discard and even denounce Manxist principles. This is not a

minor matter. ltyasabearingonu-e destiny of Marxism and socialist literature

and art in China.

‘The publication of Chen Yong’s article was a shock to many in literary and acadfmic
circles. A’:.:pmm by the Hong Kong based Ta-kung Daily, they felt 2 “whiff" of the "two
newspapers and one journal” (liang bao yi kan), that is, of Pguple’s Daily, l._n’em_mn
Army Dailv and Red Flag. from the Cultural Revolution days.” In a clearly discernible
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